
Mary E. Oates Baisden was born May 16, 1961, to the late Ann E. Hicks 

Oates and the late Ernest Monts in Americus, Georgia; she was a native of 

Plains, GA. Mary entered into rest on Thursday morning, March 20, 2025, in 

her home surrounded by the “loves” of her life, her two children: Angela and 

Marquist. 

Mary was a graduate of Plains High School and furthered her education at South 

Georgia Technical College and became a CNA. She was employed at Americus 

Sumter County Hospital for a season; then, she was employed in the area of her 

calling— “cooking.” She was an excellent cook and retired as a cook from 

Shoney’s due to her health. Mary loved cooking, dancing, playing cards, serving 

and entertaining her family and friends.  

She had a love for God and God’s people. She was baptized and joined Lebanon 

Baptist Church in Plains, GA. At a young age, during her Christian journey, 

Mary attended and supported several churches and ministries to include 

Friendship Baptist Church, Zion Hope Church, Restoration Church of Americus 

and Overcoming Faith House of Believers. 

Mary was preceded in death by both her parents; four siblings: Brenda Pickett, 

Linda Oates-Saka, Gloria Oates and Larry Oates; a dear uncle, Willie Lee 

Laster; and cherished friends: Toryce Dice and Calvin Williams. 

She leaves to cherish and honor her memories: a devoted, loving and caring 

daughter: Angela Baisden-Powell (Joe),McDonough, GA; a devoted, loving and 

caring son: Marquist Baisden, Americus, GA; two siblings: Barbara Ann 

Hollowell, Toledo, OH and Pastor Lorice Oates Griffin, Augusta, GA; five 

darling grandchildren: Natalia Walters, Zion Walters, Lauren Baisden, Jalen 

Powell and Ayden Baisden; aunts and uncles: L.C. (Lorraine) Lassiter, Charlie 

(Ida )Lassiter, Veara (James )Robertson; a devoted and supportive niece, 

Kanetria (Kelvin) Hawkins and caring friends: Nancy (Harry) Harris, Eddie 

Baisden and Gracie Brown; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 


