
MATTIE PEARL “COOKIE” JOHNSON was the third child born to the 

late Mr. Joseph “Bo” Johnson, Sr., and the late Mrs. Emma Gibson Johnson on 

July 13, 1951. Jeremiah 29:11, exemplified her life, “For I know the plans I have 

for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” She was born to succeed from becoming president of her 

Sumter County High School Class in 1970; she matriculated over to Tougaloo 

College, Tougaloo, MS, where she obtained a bachelor’s degree in political 

science as well as initiated into the finer women of Zeta Phi Beta, Incorporated. 

However, she did not stop there. After relocating to Atlanta, GA, she earned her 

master’s in urban planning from Georgia State University. She would not give up 

until she pursued her Law Degree, graduating from Antioch Law School in 

Washington, DC. She practiced law there for years and started her own business, 

M. P. Johnson Esquire. She met many personal goals and achieved them in her 

lifetime. She was our family attorney that we never would pay. 

The Pearly Gates came swinging open on March 22, 2025; she went marching in 

with her long white robe, where her late parents were waiting.   

She leaves cherished memories to her siblings: Queen Esther White, Buena Vista, 

GA; Willa Moore Rutland, Americus, GA; Sallie Johnson, Washington, DC; 

Joseph (Lola) Johnson, Douglasville, GA and a dear niece, Joann Moore, 

Americus, GA; her nieces: Elizabeth Perry, Powder Spring, GA; Emily Johnson, 

Cornelius, NC; Janice White, Jonesboro, GA and Joyce White, Americus, GA; 

her nephews: Solideen Hayes, Stone Mountain, GA; Alfred Moore, Jr., Michael 

Moore, Mark Smith, all of Americus, GA; Kenneth Moore, Washington, DC and 

Joseph Johnson, III, Atlanta, GA; a host of great nieces and nephews; her dear 

friends, Allie Maude Harvey, Janet Nelson, Brenda Wagner, the Johnson Clan and 

the class of 1970, also survive. 

  

  


